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left: A doorway in Ta Prohm to a temple built in the late 12th and early 13th
centuries as a monastery and university. The door is surrounded by silk cotton tree
roots encased by strangler figs roots, which develop their own underground root
system. They then grow quickly, often strangling the host tree, which in time dies
and rots away. The strangler fig continues to exist as a hollow tubular lattice that
provides shelter for many forest animals. Siem Reap, Cambodia, 2003

right: A silver birch tree growing through the floor on the terrace of the Hotel Polissia
21 years after the Chernobyl disaster. Pripiat, Ukraine, 2007
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